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iliryan tumuli, roman 
cohorts 

O nly those who never set off for Blagaj will never arrive 
there. Turn to face the southern exit from Mostar and 
follow the path to the source of the Buna river -12 kilometres 
or a 15-minute drive covers a distance 2,000 years long! 

I saw the map of the missing roads, part of the study 
by Vaclav Radimsky published in the Journal of the National 
Museum 125 years ago. It is after these instructions that the 
map of the Bisce polje was produced by Hugo Jedlicka. 

You see that Bisce polje begins on the outskirts of 
Mostar; this is a plain full of secrets that will not be revealed to 
just anyone. When you turn off the Ml 7 towards Blagaj, you 
are greeted by Mukosa-inn at the crossroads. This is where 
the road to Blagaj branches off from leading to Buna and to 
the sea. Radimsky saw the ruins of the old Roman building 
with "sculpted cornices, foundations and heads of the pillars, 
all of which probably formed part of a temple." 

Situated right on the north-east side of the Royal 
vineyards, one enters the extended village of Gnojnice. The 
locality inhabited since ancient times: east of the mosque 
Radimsky saw one, and west, in a clearing, two Illyrian 
tumuli. Rural well Vrba was "walled with fragments of Roman 
monuments decorated with reliefs". In a previously unknown 
Roman settlement now known as Gnojnice, 27 medieval 
tombstones were found. Radimsky headed for the Cross, a 
secluded round mound in the locality of Dracevice. He saw 
at its foot, "above the scattered tumuli" - and on the top: a 
prehistoric fort. Towards the slope, moving on to Blagaj, the 
river-bed of Posrt meandered. Radimsky crossed the bridge 
of an anonymous and not particularly distinguished artisan. 
There starts Blagaj district Vrac, a place of luxurious villa 
owned by the Kosaca duchy. 
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When Radimsky reached the source of the Buna river, 
he saw this building" embraced by both sides of the closed 
vertical cliffs leaning over it" Next to it is a tomb, "a modest 
tomb of Mohammedan saint where pious Mohammedans 
often come to pray," he writes to the best of his ability. 

He provided a succinct description of Herzog's medieval 
castle above theTekke, the crags - and the invisible walls and 
foundations - witnesses of Roman and Illyrian "architectural 
hands". From the castle Bisce is in plain view and figurines 
of people can be seen, along with a mosque, in the centre 
of Blagaj. Below the mosque, Buna flows, and over the Buna 
there is bridge composed of five arches. Radimsky still did 
not know that it was built by Karadoz bey in the 16 th century. 
But he found the stone tablet with letters stating that it was 
renovated in 1849 by Belfe Kadir, the daughter of Ali bey 
Velagic. 



Crossing the bridge to the other side, they took the 
hard path around the foothill of the stone Matere plateau 
a toponym of Roman origin, towards Kosor. At the foothill 
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of Kosorska glavica he "found ruins of approximately 15 
buildings lined up next to each other, apparently streets, 
"some lined with sand and some with dry running." With joy 
they added to that the "remains of Roman loamy vessels, iron 
nails" and all sorts of ancient "trinkets": the pocket money of 
a hollow pocketed Roman legionnaire. 

Furthermore, they found "a medieval object"-the stone 
chair of Herzog Stjepan, where he sat and tried serfs and 
slaves of Hum. Jedlicka drew it immersed into soil, tilted as 
intoxicated bride. He also drew the chairs' background, the 
letter by letter in our Bosancica:"7b/(e a look at this stone/ To 
whom it used to belong/ to whom it belongs now/ to whom 
it will never belong That Herzog's chair can be found in 
National Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Sarajevo. 

The biggest "Roman" monument of stone that was 
found was ancient Kosorski bridge "extended over seven 
shafts, wide 2.6 to 6.5 m, and length together with ascents 
57 meters with wideness of 4 meters ..."The dispute about 
the origin of the bridge seems to be continued to this day. 

Moving away from Kosor to the village Buna, the duo 
climbed to Kicin-forest, a mythical place full of secrets to 
this day. They came across peaks, remains of round houses^ 
fortresses - maybe, Roman and pre-Roman date "rearranged" 
by human hand. 

In the place named Buna, with access to the main 
road Ml 7, the southern side of the triangular Bisce-fields is 
closing. No more further. "Small miracles" that were hidden, 
and smashed into fragments by not so gentle history, are the 
only signs of good that we inherited as unloved heirs of the 
corresponding part of the world. 
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the city on the cliff 


B lagaj is one of two Bosnian towns that were mentioned 
for the first time in history by the Byzantine emperor 
Porphyrogenitus in his famous manuscript from the 10 th 
century - De Administrando Imperio (On the Governance 
of the Empire). History of Blagaj has never been adequately 
examined over the layers of time, unlike its archeological 
layers to which science has produced definitive answers. From 
these tests it is completely apparent that the medieval Blagaj 
was built on Roman foundations, Illyrian, and Roman retaining 
walls and extensions with some brick, used for the first time 
as a building material and masonry stone layers as "fishbone". 
This timeline spans back to encompass the last 2,000 years! 

Written records of historical value related to the rulers 
of the city on a cliff below which the Buna river springs, with 
its political story systematically follows only its medieval 
masters of the house Hranic, especially Vlatko Vukovic, 
Sandalj Hranic and his nephew - heir of the famous Herzog 
Stjepan Vukcic Kosaca (1405 -1466). 

A kind of a cheerful sentiment, enormous sympathy, and 
even historical love with the last master of the fortress and the 
whole of Hum, Herzog Stjepan, can be felt in the century-old 
series of oral traditions of the people of Blagaj, even to this 




day! It is unprecedented that any narratives remained about 
any historical figure, pre-lslamic in particular, containing so 
many "adventures and misadventures", nor has there ever 
been built an entire pseudo-narrative "loaded" with flaming 
erotic stories and defiant patriotism - as much as about him. 

He succeeded his uncle, grand duke Sandalj Hranic, in his 
30s, in 1435. Over his Hum land, forming a massive crescent 
floating at sea, with horns that touched Srebrenica in the east 
and Pset in the west, was the royal Bosnia. The earth would 
quake every time he was angry with the King, King Tomas, to 
whom he gave his daughter Katarina as his wife. In addition 
to Katarina, he had another daughter Mara and three sons: 
Vladislav, Vlatko and Stjepan aka Ahmed. Herzog died in his 
town Novi, in 1466, named after him, Herceg Novi. 

The shape of the fortress on the cliff above the source 
of the Buna was formed on the ancient foundations of an 
independent governance of Mihajlo Visevic, between 910 and 
930 - a short time before it will be mentioned as a topographic 
pointon the political map ofthe world by tzar Porphyrogenitus. 
As a military fortification, it completely disappeared by the 
arrival of Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1878. 

After research in 1990 dr. A. Ratkovic recorded that the 
position of the Blagaj fort has not many similarities with the 
majority of Bosnian residential fortifications. He observes that 
"the most obvious difference between the constructed surface 


Undestroyable with the foudation from the Ancient times 
Medieval enthroned city 







fortress was built in tr 
to which led a narrow 


horse trail from the direction of the east. 


This is"a path which led to a powerful, high and thick gate walls 
" |f one should attempt to break into the fortress, the lobby 
prevented and blocked intruders. Above the entrance gate a 
tower rises. Right from the entrance of the ruins are houses 
of arrested prisoners. In one of gloomily blackened stone one 
misfortunate man carved (perhaps with a fingernail): "This 
writes Vrsan Kosaric, a prisoner who has no reason to rejoice" 

In the central area, stood the residence and court of 
house Kosaca monarchs. Now, with collapsed stones, just a 
few remnants of the former are visible, a truncated stairwell. 
In the court was also one of the two tanks.Tradition says that 
there were drinking water springs on the Blagaj hill, so many 
authors from that fact drew the conclusion on the permanent 
level of water in a large tank, visible even today! 

Along the southern part of the ramparts, long building 
was leaning, probably built for commercial purposes. The 
total could be around 15 houses and cottages. The eastern 
part of the complex were protected by three square towers 
with double ramparts, up to 14 metres high. The walls' 
thickness ranged from 1.5 to 2 meters. 

Mihrab dent in the wall, to the left of the main entrance, 
testifies of the existence of masjeed where prayers were 
performed by Fatihs vassals. This can be considered to be 
the first mosque in Herzegovina. It was built after the Turks 
conquered the city in 1466, the same ones in which the happy 
and powerful Herzog Scepan left this deceptive, shifty and 
impermanent world. Returning from the fortress down the 
narrow horse trail to the suburb, one will see high martyrs 
headstones emerge from spring bushes, without incisions 
and letters, no names, only to witness how once upon a time 
someone like us lived in this world. Let the bygones be bygones. 
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herzogs famous children 


Katarina Kosaca Kotromanic 



T wo children of Herzog 
Kosaca, the eldest and 
the youngest, Katarina and 
Stjepan, became unforgettable 
names in the history. 

Katarina is the eldest child 
of Herzog Stjepan Kosaca and 
Jelena Balsic, daughter of the 
Montenegrin royal house. She 
was born there in 1424. When 
she was 25, Katarina married 
the new king of Bosnia of house Kotromanic, Bogumil Stjepan 
Tomas. In order to become the queen and for Stjepan Tomas 
to be recognised by the Pope as the king - they both, along 
with his underage son of the same name Stjepan, from his just 


dissolved marriage with "inappropriate"Vojaca, had to give up - 
she the Orthodox Church and he the Bosnian Church - and had 


to receive the sacraments of the Holy Roman Catholic church. 

The people kept Katarina in the collective memory as a 
person who has followed the Christian guidance about love 
among people, who donated many good to churches and 
occasionally, as tradition says, built them herself.The king had a 
son Sigismund and daughter Katarina. But someone unknown 
killed her king in 1461. Franciscan chronicles for centuries were 
pointing the finger at"potential killers": king's brother Radivoje 
and the king's son, an heir, his firstborn, Stjepan Tomasevic! 
Climbing to the vacant throne, with the new short-term king, 
Tomasevic, Bosnia saw the last queen Jelena, that came from 
Serbian despotic home of Lazar Brankovic. Changing her faith, 
she acquired a new name, Marija. 
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CATHARlN/t.-RE'GIN/S.* BOSNENSI 
STEPHANI DVCIS SANCTI-SABB/t SOROR1 
E CENERE HELENE ET DOMO PRlNClPIS 
STEPHANI NAT/E. THOM*.REGIS BOSN& 
VXORI QVANTVM VIXIT AN NORVM Ull 
ETC8D0RMIVIT ROM*. ANNO DOMINI 
MCCCC LXXVIII DIE XXV OCT OBRIS 
MONVMENTVM IPSIVS SCRIPT!S POSITV. 


Catherine's tombstone in basilica Ara Coeli 


But in 1463 Bosnia fell under Turkish occupation. 
The refugees moved to the West. The widow of murdered 
Stjepan Tomas found asylum in Rome. Pope was providing 
her monthly appanage which supported her small court in 
exile. The children of the murdered King Tomas, as Muslim 
historians write, Sigismund and Katarina "entered the tent of 
Ishak Ishakovic"seeking protection from their uncle Ahmed 
Pasha Hercegovic, Katarina's youngest brother, once called 
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Stjepan. Christian historians recorded that the queen's 
children were "kidnapped and converted to Islam by force." 
What is the truth? 

It is strange that Katarina writes her testament five days 
before her death that befell her at the age of 54, on October, 
25, 1478. Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia came after the testament, 
later known as the Pope Alexander VI. In what conditions 
unhappy Katarina wrote this testament after which will 
come Cardinal who has "become a father of several children 
and lived in the open immorality" and "pontificate deserved 
by bribery" the person who "left stain on the history of the 
papacy"? Katarina's original testament was never found. 
There is something called a "transcription", and what worth 
would it have, when Katarina Kosaca Kotromanic was neither 
de jure nor de facto a Bosnian ruler. 

That does not however mean that our Katarina is not 
an integrative historical figure. Good ones remember her 
for her good deeds, the Orthodox for the Orthodox origin, 
the Catholics for love of religion and the Muslims for the 
destiny of her brother Stjepan (Ahmed) and her own children 
Sigismund (Ishak Bey Hercegovic) and Katarina, whose tomb 
is in present-day in Macedonian city of Skopje. 



The princess's turbeh in Skopje, Macedonia 
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Stjepan Kosaca — Ahmet Pasha Hercegovic 

According to all that has been said, Herzog Stjepan, out 
of all of his children, loved his youngest son Stjepan the best. 
No wonder: he was a child and did not have time to let him 
down! He was this way when his father handed him over to 
the Sultan in 1463. The boy was a living pledge of Kosaca's 
allegiance, vassalage and pacification of Herzegovina. 
Stjepan, in Topkakapi's seraglios became Ahmet Pasha 
Hersegzade (Hercegovic) marked with nobility in origin, and 
eventually, the Grand Vizier and son-in-law of Sultan Bayezid 
II jhree times he was named the Grand Vizier, or five, as 
some claim, leaving a deep mark in the reign of the greatest 
empires that stretched across three continents. He was also a 
poet, who is still studied in theTurkish and Bosniak literature. 



He never forgot his homeland, neither Blagaj, nor 
Herzegovina, nor the parish of Dubrovnik - because as a 
oy, his deceased father bequeathed houses and vineyards 
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in Konavle that his uncle Sandalj "sold" to the people of 
Dubrovnik. He remembered Bosnian language, dictated 
logofats and katibs in it, and as well as this one we are 
transcribing, yellowed, but with a lot of modernity that is 
timeless. He sent it in April 1488 to the prince and gentry of 
Dubrovnik. As Herzog's son, he was a citizen of Dubrovnik, 
and from the city, as his heritage, orderly received regular 
annual "income". 


His own man and man of the world 

To the dear and cherished gentelmen of Dubrovnik, 
to the Prince, and the squires, from your brother Ahmet 
Hercegovic. Squires, you all know that our Lord Herzog left 
by will his treasure to us when he died. And that treasure was 
in your hands. When you gave it to my brother, for the same 
you asked me. I told you to give - nothing else except the 
testament is not in your hands. Yes, that is the word of the 
Great Lord, for them to honour the document. 

Squires, I ask of you as my brothers to do your best for 
our work, as we are doing as much as we can for yours. If you 
think that I have forgotten about our friendship, God knows, 
I have not. If you do your best for my work, I will do the best 
for yours. May God enhance your Lordship. 
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the mystery of a child's skull 


A friend shows me a two-minute video of Buna. The 
cameraman started his camera from the centre of 
the pool in front of the hatch from which spews the richest 
well in Europe. He caught the sun swaying on the surface 
of the river. Camera's eye is raised toward the rock: light is 
reflected from the water across the rough board cliff. The 
camera moves to theTekke. And behold! - A miracle that no 
one has ever seen: Reflections on the rock formed flares, real 
and impressive that took our breaths away. The flames licked 
the stone archway like "God's giving" unprecedented! 

The area around the source of the Buna in Blagaj has 
always been "strange" and "mysterious", a place of people's 
prayers- from Bogumils and before them the Roman Pagans, 
and even older ones, Illyrian worshippers of water gods and 
protectors of human life. 

The fortress on top of the cliff in its building structure 
hides all sorts of layers of time. Science had them "sorted": 
from the Austro-Hungarian and Turkish adaptation, ruins of 
the house Hranic to the Roman "herringbone" and Illyrian 
megaliths. There is "a little" history: a mere 2,000 years! 

A scientific team gathered around professor Enver 
Imamovic, after one in early fifties of the 20 th century 
(discovery of "Zelena pecina") - brought in new facts of 
prehistory! Imamovic has found two previously unknown 
locations - Velika pecina and Vucje tocilo. 

Velika pecina is located 70-80 m above the spring. 
Before its entrance a stone pillar stands. Imamovic thought 
that this is an altar of natural rock with two to three worked 
up stairs, of unknown deity of Neolithic inhabitants. This 
reminds the professor of the one in the Delphic sanctuary 
which once adorned the temple of Apollo, in a phallic shape, 
called "Navel of the world". Into the cave, the team climbed 
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with the aid of a mountain climbing team, and when they 
got hold of a floating position of the mainland , they saw a 
sight that has not been seen for hundreds or thousands of 
years. It is described, succinctly, as follows: The area of the 
cave is about 40 m 2 . Dimensions: 11.5x4.80. At the edges of 
openings: drywall ... Branch - semi-cave: 2.90x1.70 m. Here 
is buried the first probe. In the first layer ancient pottery 
was found; in the second, of a metre, pieces of treated plank 
and one rack. And human bones. Several fragments of sheet 
metal. Iron peg measuring 6 cm. Fragments of glasses. 
There were also some pieces of a yellow mixture, a mineral. 
Fragments of pottery, parts of the human skeleton, remains 
of planks and bits of minerals pointing to "a grave". The items 
are from different eras, and "Earth movements" mixed them 
up and rifled them! 



The ceramics from the "Zelena pecina" 


In conclusion "ceramics and yellowish mineral belong 
to the prehistoric times, fragments of glass and planks with 
pieces of sheet metal are medieval products, as well as several 
rectangular iron peaks of arrow type of crossbow bolts. 
Someone "shot" them from the present Tekke's courtyard 
aiming at eagles or collared doves. It was found that bits of 
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minerals are - sulphur. It was used in prehistory and early 
classical antiquity in cult rituals. 

Locals have drawn attention to the professor to another 
cave in the cliff, called Vucje tocilo. It has been devastated 
by an unknown visitor. It abounds in fragments of Metal Age 
pottery full of impresso decorations: nail marks, stamping, 
pinching fingers, poking. 

In its vicinity is the famous Zelena pecina. Alojz Benac 
thought it was an occasional residence of the people of the 
Mediterranean type, while for the Vucje tocilo Imamovic 
believes it have been a permanent residence of the same 
racial, cultural and customary type of our ancestors. Zelena 
pecina's recent investigation is not only confirmed by the 
first-class discovery of the last century, but also deepened 
the knowledge that its dwellers followed the ritual of human 
sacrifice! "Within the fireplace are found children's bones 
with traces of gnawing. They belonged to children underfive 
years of age - the report says. Empty children's view of the 
skull is a silent cry that should "appease evil spirits", "stop the 
pestilence of community members" in the years of famine or 
facing hardship. 

All this "enormous time" hidden from history arises from 
the cavity of Blagaj cliffs and around it, saying that we have 
been here for at least 7000 years. Secret of Children's skulls 
chases away evil spirits from us, and underground traces 
of pilgrimage sites under the Tekke - with a muffled echo 
of the prayers of good Christians and Muslims, resonate, 
redesigned, to this day... 
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on an ancestors station, tekke 


B ektashi Tekke in Blagaj, as it used to be called in 
the beginning. And when was this beginning, the 
moment the builder brings the truss to the finial, actually no 
one knows. We neither inherited a precise verbal memory, 
nor an unambiguous written testimony. Yes, we talk about 
the secret origin of the Tekke in Blagaj. 



"Illuminated access road - the Tekke's entrence" 


It is quite clear that the Tekke dates not from 1644 when 
it was first registered by Evliya (^elebi in the descriptions of 
the world that he has seen on his travels. It was not built, he 
says, by the former Mufti of Mostar, nor was it erected by the 
followers of Khalwatiyyah dervishs, because no graves in the 
turbeh leaning on theTekke are of Khalwatiyyah origin.Turbeh 
is not even mentioned as if it never existed, but apparently, 
there had to be. The turbeh is a paradox: "content" is linked 
to the mythical-historical figure of Sari Saltuk from the 13 zh 
century, we talked about previously, and based on that it was 
questionable how, this tomb, 250 years after the legendary 
Saltuk's vain for his body to be in one of the seven coffins - and 
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then to be carried in seven countries and be buried there. If 
there were no tombs in its past, not even in theTekke, under 
a large cave at the source of the Buna, was something sacred 
sublime and fascinating: first Islamic pilgrimage site that has 
absorbed dualistic, Bogumil spiritual gathering in the face 
of his Lord. That is what is taught by the unknown, until the 
recent, posthumously published article about the Tekke and 
turbeh in Blagaj written by the credible Muhamed Hadzijahic. 

Sari Saltuk's appearance on Christian sanctuary is very 
common (in Albania, Macedonia), so this reasonable doubt 
that Saltuk's grave in Blagaj is in fact on the old sanctuary of the 
Bosnian Church is not surprising.This is supported, as Hadzijahic 
thinks, by a charter that dates back to June, 1 st, 1454, given to 
Herzog Stjepan by the King of Aragon and Naples, Alfonso. 
Since in it the Aragonian king particularly values the cave in 
Blagaj, it is obviously a strategic site or cult place of particular 
importance. The author cites the legend which says that there 
used to be a "room" where Saltuk laid down weapons, "an 
indication that his tomb should be built there." River sources 
even in the Illyrian times were "attractive cult places". 



Sari Saltuk's and Agik-ba$'s graves 
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The cult of Sari Saltuk, apparently, originates from the 
fall of Herzog's land to the Turks, in the great period of rise 
and power of Bektashi spiritual and military tariqah. But 
there was a twist! P. Ricaut writes that to Bektashis "belonged 
all the janissaries, and Janissaries were reprimand for not 
being devout." Extremely sharp conflict Bektashi blaze was 
during Sultan Osman II (1618-1622) governance. In such 
circumstances, Hadzijahic underlines, "was strictly taken care 
of suppressing all heterodox teachings in Bosnia." Certainly, 
the Tekke in Blagaj did not remain outside the ideological 
"cleansing", so it is no wonder that C^elebi, a favourite of the 
court, in Blagaj registered "Khalwatiyyaha Tekke" completely 
blind for enormous Bektashi presence as Saltuks tomb with 
a number of additional signatures in the Bektashi Tekke 
architecture. 

Hadzijahic indicates a still visible detail in typical Bektashi 
Tekke inventory."In Semahane the left from the entrance, but 
also in the room adjacent to the doors side of the entrance to 
the right, in the wall in the form of niches, a taboot (coffin) is 
presented. The purpose of this "memento mori", or according 
to Sufi teachings is: "mutu kable ente mutu" - "Die before you 
die." Such a presentation, the author holds, developed only in 
Bektashi. Reminders of Bektashis are also inscriptions above 
the entrance to semahana, the existence of the spa in the 
tekke, regardless of the fact other Tekkes may have spa - it is 
here related to the ritual itself, i.e. it is necessary. 

The tekke is, apparently, restored as Khalwatiyyahs, 
with Khalwatiyyah dervishes including the mufti of Mostar 
Zijaudin which Celebi mentions as a "builder" instead 
of an"adaptat". Just its prehistory, tangible and not just 
significant, deepening the lower limit of the historical 
building of the Blagaj Tekke, touching upon the realms of 
folk traditions and folk beliefs. And on them, from whichever 
side you observe it, rest not only people's dreams, but also 
their national history. 
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the origins of blagaj's evliya 


M awlood in Blagaj in 2015 summoned 30,000 people 
from all over the world, as never before. What people 
search at the source of the Buna, along with theTekke and the 
two cenotaphs leaning on it, two symbolic graves, of which 
only Sari Saltuk's is one that comes from the deep past? Search 
for a faith in a better world and to ease the life in this world. 

Before all knowledge, popular imagination stands - it, 
with all subsequent comprehensions, lasts through time 
totally independent of cultural upgrading and infrequent 
wanderings. 

In ancient times, Bisce polje used to be a large lake. At 
the bottom of the lake, the legend has it, there was one huge 
barrel that was sealed and dropped by the tzar Suleiman, 
Solomon - till the end of the world - to not be taken out, nor 
opened. He locked in it 72 giants because they rebelled and 
started causing disorder and iniquities. The worst of all was 
the Buna. He had three heads: the head of an eagle, the head 
of a wolf and the head of a man. The giants languished for 
thousands of years and no one could help them. But once, 
Venus took pity on them, she tilted Bisce and water flowed 
into the surrounding countryside. People saw the barrel and 
the curious opened it: The giants jumped out of the barrel 
like Satans themselves fleeing on all sides of the world! Buna 
saw the opening in the dark cave from which the water 
was coming out... and crept into it, ducked into the source 
and closed the source. He did not give water to the people 
anymore, but asked for one girl a year, if they want water... 

Carl Peez published a book in 1891 "Mostar and its 
culture", and wrote: "People say that once upon a time a dragon 
lived in the chasm from which the Buna emerges, who forced a 
horrendous tribulation upon the Earth: every year they should 
submit him a girl from the neighbourhood to be devoured. Once 
the wheels of misfortune hit Milica, the beautiful daughter of 


25 


duke Stjepan from Stjepan-city. Her father gave her with a 
heavy heart She was exposed above the source halfway Up 
the rocky wall, where even today there are remains of a wall. y\ s 
the monster approached his prey to engulf it, pious dervish Sari 
(blue) Saltik from Syria arrived in Blagaj. Full of noble courage 
to step in the battle with the dragon and to defeat him with a 
mace. Dragon defended himself and was trashing around with 
his tail so much that large chunks of rock erupted. Duke was 
so delighted with this heroic deed, that he gave his daughter 
Milica to the brave Saltik to be his wife and he built one little 
monastery where he was the sheikh. The history of this event is 
still in a book in monastery in the manuscript, and beside the 
grave of Sheikh and his servant, on the wall hangs a mace with 
which he killed the dragon and the saint's sword." 

Sari Saltuk 

Looking for history and its reflections, the story of Sari 
Saltuk reveals a number of dimensions. In them is a bit of 
history and a good deal of folk legends exactly what abounds 
Ottoman epic about Sari Saltuk - "Saltuknama" from the 
15 th century. Saltuk in it appears as a hero from the time of 
the establishment of the Ottoman Turkey. Followed by the 
tradition of fairy-tale landscapes with winged horses and 
seven-headed dragons. And last of all, Saltuks wars and 
karamats - miracles, which Lord inspires him with, are depicted. 

Some traditions say Saltuk was educated about 
Christianity. He is mentioned as an interpreter of the Bible. 
He is funnelling his audience to the true faith, introducing 
them to the Islamic canon, actually. Therefore, he is mistaken 
or more than one person - St. George, St. Spiridon, St. Neum 
and so on - The year of his death varies. Baki Golpinari said 
year 1291, and as a latest 1300 Machiel Kiel claims. 

By the end of the 15 th century, it was found that there 
are twelve of his graves. Saltuk followers made twelve 
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Engraving from the first Austro-Hungarian books 


coffins, according to his instruction, and rulers of that many 
countries will come or ask for them. In each of these coffins, 
when they come to pick them up, they will see a body of an 
evliy. According to Saltuknama, the coffins were delivered to 
theTatar rulers, but also to the rulers of Eflak, Bogdan, Russia, 
Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, Bosin (Bosnia), Beravat 
(?), Karnat (Giranat?), Baba and Edirne. 

What people witness from the depths of time, there 
is only one meaning: undo the harm, kill the dragon that 
changes its character, but never changes his wicked intention 
to burden the drama of life. The spirit of good intentions will 
always open a person's heart, and that is why it is responding 
to it. People's gatherings on the banks of the great source of 
the Buna say how evil is multiplied and how many troubles 
are equally pressing men, women and children, young and 
old, nowadays. 
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evliyhood unscathed 


O ne of the stories that flow into two opposite realms 
(historical and otherworldly), is likely to be directed 
at the political headquarters who sent Omer Pasha Latas 
mid-19 th century on a journey "to calm and to stiffen the 
Bosnian Vilayet". What is obscured by the public, took place 
in the famous Tekke in Blagaj and the mausoleum leaning 
against its wall. Everything within these walls has a special 
significance: historical and mythical figure of Sari Saltuk, 
tradition about Agk-ba§ and naturalised Blagaj man "who 
arrived from India," Muhammad Hindi. 

When one scratches below the surface of each of these 
sub-themes, one becomes aware of the fact that we do not 
know much about the age of theTekke itself, we do not know 
the start time of the cult Sari Saltuk in Blagaj, we do not know 
when the tomb was built, we do not know when the tomb 
was built, as we do not know since when the second grave 
in turbeh was dedicated to Saltuk's companion in evliyhood. 
Determining the "identity" of Agk»ba§ started very late in 
our area, although his "certain arrival" was announced in Sari 
Sack's premortal testament, preparing himself for Akhirah 

- the afterlife, in mid-13 th century. "After me, Acik-bas shall 
come..." 

According to the information we have from the "latest 
news"when Evliya gelebi saw theTekke and described it in 
his travelogue in 1664 - it is quite clear that the construction 
is older than that year. Surprisingly, Evliya, does not mention 
the turbeh. If it stood there at all. There is no evidence. No 
mention of Agk»ba$.The story of Agk-ba§,"the lost link"and 
agaj version of Saltuknama, began to come true in a very 
bizarre way in mid-19 th century. 

One day in Blagaj, the above mentioned, Mohammed 
Hind, appeared. - |' m from India, he said to the people he 
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met at the bazaar. And that he is a dervish called Agk-ba§, 
he added! He was accepted by other brothers - dervishes 
in the Tekke, and he demonstrated he was hardworking 
and easy-going. So Hindi, under the name Agk-ba$ began 
a new life in pashaluk under the government of Vizier Ali 
Pasa Rizvanbegovic. In Blagaj's Tekke he had a great career, 
so in 1848 the dervishes promoted hims to a sheikh. In 
1851 the Tekke of vivacious Agk-ba§ was richly rewarded 
by commander-in-chief Omar pasha Latas. He thoroughly 
repaired and reconstructed the whole of theTekke and turbeh 
with the Sari Saltuk coffin. In addition, according to historian 
Hivzija Hasandedic, the generous Latas built a mill with four 
winches and endowed it to lifetime supplying and feeding 
the sheikh and his family, and ordered for his own sons to be 
his heirs on sheikh's appointments. When it was time to die, 
Muhammad Hindi alias Agk-ba§, expressed his wish for his 
grave to be in the Tekke, along with evliy Sari Saltuk. It was 
in 1867, when the plague was raging, but he was not put in 
the Tekke turbeh for sanitary reasons, so he was buried in 
Blagaj's harem - cemetary next to Sultan Suleyman mosque. 
In the turbeh, next to the grave of Sari Saltuk, his provisional 
"grave"was set up and people call it" Agk-ba$'s grave". 

Historians have clearly demonstrated that the 
hypothetical 'Muhammad Hindi' was sent to Blagaj with 
the clear mission. In his book "Muslim heritage of Bosniaks 
in Southern (Middle) Herzegovina" (IKC Mostar, 1997, p. 37 ) 
Hivzija Hasandedic, unequivocally writes: "He presented 
himself as an Indian, but really he was sent from Istanbul to 
spy over operations of Ali Pasha Rizvanbegovic and other 
feudal lords in Herzegovina."Saltuk's evliyhood is unscathed, 
and the announced Agk-ba$ obviously has not yet come! 
Either way, the ultimate truth of the matters in which people 
disputes, knows only the Lord of the worlds. It is strange that 
all this is hidden "in the legends and myths." As if the history 
is lurking from an ambush. 
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sultan suleyman mosque, 
older than mostar's bridge 

S even is a lucky number in many civilisations. In Islam, 
number "seven" is almost a symbol of perfection. 
Historians recorded that Blagaj had seven mosques. Nowadays, 
barely anything is known about them. Only one them is"alive", 
Sultan Suleyman, or Carska, as people usually call it. 

It was built in between the foot of the hill with the 
fortress and the green banks of the river Buna. Around the 
mosque the core of the political and administrative centre of 
the provincial town and later city, seher-Blagaj, was formed. 
Two centuries after it was conquered by Fatih's troops in 
1664, it was visited by Evliya £elebi. His joyful plume recorded 
that the town of Blagaj is flourishing, with a dozen shops 
and 450 houses covered with stone slabs, and with a new 
administrative enthusiasm and immense spiritual radiation. 
He did not fail to pass by this noble mosque, as did not an 
endless line of pilgrims in this town. 



The truth was told in tarih 


On the stone panel built in above the entrance door of 
this pure place, verses are carved in Turkish language and 
Arabic script. Those verses tell us that the mosque was built 
in 1520/21 in the name of the ruler Sultan Suleyman I the 
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Legislator, and that is 45 years older than the wonderful 
bridge of the same sultan - in Mostar.The panel is set during 
a thorough repair and reconstruction in 1892, when its 
dome was replaced by a pyramidal roof under the panels. 
Mujezinovic's translation of tarih - historical inscription is: 
"Sahinsah, founder of the world, 

Suleimon-han, legislator 
Nine hundred and twenty-sixth, 

Erected this place of worship, 926 (1519/20). 

Over time it has become prone to falling, 

And with goodness it was rebuilt 

Blaga] people with the help of government 

Rebuilt this place of worship 

One thousand three hundred and tenth, 1310. (1892) 

Its restoration was completed 

This chronogram composed Jusuf Hasbi, imam of the 

mosque." 

Carska mosque is elevated above the square base with 
dimensions of 11x11 metres. Beside it is a slender minaret, 21 
metres high, built of stone called tenelija.The mosque covers 
an area of 257.07 m 2 with a canopy roof of 43,52 m 2 . Inside 
the mosque, there is a mihrab (semicircular niche in the wall of 
a mosque that indicates the qibla, the direction that Muslims 
should face when praying) with very beautiful decorations, 
stone minbar (a pulpit in the mosque where the imam (prayer 
leader) stands to deliver sermons) and mahfil (a special raised 
platform for women in mosques). The interior of the mosque 
is bathed with light from 17 windows. In the mosque's yard 
there is a maktab, an apartment for Imam, and gusulhana 
(premises for washing and layout out the dead). There is also a 
sma cemetery with a dozen surviving basluks (headstones). 

During the war, the mosque shared the fate of the people, 
t was repeatedly shelled by the HVO and HV in 1993. However, 
its eauty is renewed and the mosque got to the honorable list 
o national monuments as one of the most valuable examples 
of heritage religious buildings of the Ottoman period. 
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karadoz-beys' hammam in 
the mud of oblivion 

W alking down the street from the old, central 
bazaar cafe, once the coffee-hearth bearing a 
cheerful name "Two peasants" passing by Carska mosque, 
one happens upon the Karadoz-bey's bridge settled over 
the green Buna. Some ten metres upstream from the bridge, 
on the riverbank, there is a ruin crosslinked with lianas and 
squeezed within impassable thickets of wild plants, sinking 
into the mud of oblivion. These are the only remnants of 
Karadoz-bey's public baths, spa, hammam. That is how two 
Mehmed-bey Karadoz-beys' waqfs found themselves next 
to one another. Hamam was built after 1570, and certainly 
before 1664, since it was in that year that it was recorded 
in Evliya ^elebi's travelogue. The bath house had two parts 
- with baths for men and baths for women. Water from 
Buna was used, brought in with shuttles or special circular 
device - circuit. Unfortunately, no documented trace of its 
construction and administration has been preserved. 



Hamman today... 
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It was deserted "after the plague terribly devastated 
that area in 1814." After that, the building has served as a 
slaughterhouse for a long time, because of its location on 
the river bank. The fragments of walls and part of the dome 

could be seen, until recently. 

For nearly three centuries the building, now turned into 
slag and waste, marked Blagaj as an urban, cultivated and 
important town where people took care of themselves, and 
not only because it is originally older - and for a long time - 
was more important than Mostar. 

Sadness that serves as a warning to those who live on. 
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haseci ali-aga kolakovic's inn 

F or a long time, history did not know that the builder 
of the Old Stone Bridge in Konjic, Haseci Ali-aga 
Kolakovic is originally from Blagaj. It did not know that the 
same person built an inn in his hometown. History did not 
know but tradition did. Now it is off the table! 

In "Novi Behar" no. 3-4, 1933, at p. 41. Alija Nametak 
writes that "it would be easy to guess" that the equestrian 
bridge was built by Karadoz bey, "if only folk tradition does 
not bring as much confusion as it does!"The author tells a 
story of how "three years ago, an old man, whose name was, 
I believe, Husejnbegovic"told an entirely different, confusing 
version. It said: "When certain Haseci Alaga, a high official 
from Constantinople was going through Konjic, there was 
a wooden bridge over the Neretva. Crossing the bridge on 
horseback, horse's foot fell through the board and broke it 
.... When Haseci came back from the homeland, he left some 
money in Konjic for them to make a solid bridge". The same 
anecdote, with the same protagonist, tells the story of the 
construction of the Blagaj bridge, today known as "Lehin 
bridge" 



Max Buchner, Lehin bridge, pencil drawing, 1911. 
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In the meantime, historians have confirmed his existence 
and his architectural role through some"papers".The tradition, 
persistently, insisted that Ali Aga lived 400 years ago. It is said 
that his parents were extremly poor. Due to the scarcity, he 
left his homeland as a young man and went to Istanbul, city 
protected by God. He was accepted into the imperial retinue, 
joined Hasecijas - a selected military type of the sultan's 
entourage. The young man became very rich in that position. 
Then he wanted to go back to his Blagaj. He built Blagaj's inn 
and Konjic's bridge. He died in his birthplace and his grave 
is in the cemetery near Careva Mosque. Over his grave two 
tombstones are placed with no inscriptions. All evidence 
collected connect him to the Blagaj Kolakovic family. 

Haseci Ali-aga inn was 
built on the right bank of 
the Buna, opposite the 
Careva Mosque. According 
to the documents, it can 
be considered that the 
Inn was built before 1664, 
because Evliya £elebi first 
mentions it in that year. 

Blagaj sijils recorded that 

1686, Salih Karabeg was 
the Inn's manager and he owed a certain amount of money 

to Haseci Ali-aga waqf. The Inn was the place where all the 
ofkials stayed during their visits to Blagaj. In one of those 
documents related to the Inn, there is a mention of one 
petition by Blagaj kadi Hassan stating that the Inn, in 1700, 
was dilapidated and had no manager. 

What happened to the Inn when it stopped working and 
how it disappeared into oblivion nobody knows for sure. Just 
the place where it once stood is known. And that invisible 
Inn keeps the name of the benefactor who was born in this 
small town with a long memory. 



Ali was a destitute man and he rose 
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kolakovics' house, family 
jannah (paradise) 

I n these wild grasses and bewildering vegetation - 
the luxury and beauty of one family home, Kolakovic 
house, was destroyed, where life flourished since 1685, 
when it was built - till 1993 - war year, when the artillery 
targeted it and repeatedly hit it with devastating grenades. 
Inside the sharp, barb-like brambles, one can see parts of the 
dead walls of the house and ruins that surrond it. 

But, it will again be at the same place, on the river, as it was 
declared a national monument and any time soon it will again - 
reconstructed - show us what kind of beauty it used to be. 

Almost every family generation added their own 
touch, enlarged it, and ennobled it. Owners carried on their 
family memory and in addition to that mentioned year of 
construction, the builder was mentioned, their ancestor, the 
Blagaj kadi that signed writings as Seid Mehmed Kolagi. One 
interpreter of historical record on construction beieves the 
house was built by Imam kadi Ismail Kolakovic in 1738, and 
the second interpreter of the same text believes this year 
should be "read" as 1835. 

The beneficial influence of Islam on the architecture of 
the family home and expanding complex of houses around 
it, left a productive trace even on Kolakovic's - immersion of 
the building into the natural environment, enriching it, and 
decorating it.The house has two levels. 

The house is in the garden that surrounds and is nestled 
the Buna which flows alongside it. In the courtyard there is 
summer kitchen, saddler's room, and a guesthouse .There is 
also a fountain, as well as a rose garden. 

Rooms are divided - for housing (living rooms and 
gazebos) and the common room (living room on the ground 
floor and in the attic upstairs). 
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Kolakovics' court, neglected and deserted, razed during the war 


Home furniture is usually built in (bedslothes 
compartment, closets, pantries) or placed against the walls, 
like a settee seating. They slept on mattresses that are in 
the morning ready to be put into the compartment. Little 
hammam, home bathroom, is also built in. The house is 
built in carved wood, with motifs of flowers, arabesques or 
prints of names of God's prophets and their companions. Or 
proverbs. Wooden works in Kolakovic's house are considered 
the most beautiful carved wooden works of art decorated 
houses, even outside of Blagaj. 

South facade of the upper floor is airy and almost 
entirely made of wood, playful, with windows protected 
with wooden slats! In the house, in addition to wood, could 
be seen stone decorations. One decorated the arch over the 
front door and the other space above the fireplace in the 
great guest chamber Veliki cosak. 

It was all there - and it will be again! 
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bridges with memorable 
beauty 


es, Blagaj has recently become a place of Bosnian 



I little pilgrimage and modern age tourist meetings 
of wandering tribes that long for the lost oasis of peace. In 
the days of Mawlood in May, thousands of pilgrims besieged 
Blagaj Tekke, making duas and participating in mawlood. 
Then the pious people turn to dhiyafats - banquet and 
coffees, talking quietly on the banks of the Buna, and take a 
look at the Tekke - asking themselves or someone invisible: 
where did all this beauty came from and how did it befall us? 

River Buna, from the source in Blagaj, to its joining with 
the Neretva, is the shortest river in Herzegovina. It is five 
kilometres long. This, the shortest one, was rewarded by 
history with the greatest number of bridges of great beauty. 
Their builders were Roman and Turkish. Bridges, certainly, 
serve happy people best. 

When Robert Michel 1912, published his travelogue 
Journey across caesarean countries with drawings of Blagaj 
bridges by Max Buchner, of the five that history remembers, 
he claimed that the "three are fully preserved, and one 
completely disappeared" For the missing one, he said it was 
the closest to the spring, and that its "only visible marks are 
beginnings of the transition on both banks". 

If you go from the centre of Blagaj's bazaar along 
Carska mosque, you are on the bank of the Buna, in front of 
Karadozbey bridge. Only the first two ports of the original 
five remain. E. £elebi and Michel had more luck than us - they 
saw the bridge in its entirety, 33.40 m long, with "pronounced 
moulded cornice and parapet of stone slabs" 

It was built with stone known as tenelija and the Old 
Mostar bridge, an it was probably built in the same year as 
Mostars'bridge, 1566. 



Max Buchner, Karadozbey bridge, pencil drawing, 1911. 


It was first mentioned in the foundation of Zaim hajji 
Mehmed Bey in 1570, Karadozbey, the brother of Grand 
Vizier Rustem Pasha, supervisor of constructions on the 
bridge in Mostar. 

Downstream,"at the last houses in Blagafat the time of 
the Michel's visit, a "half-destroyed stone bridge, truncated 
pillars connected with a wooden trail"was found, built before 
1664. With a record of the bridge nowadays named Lehin 
bridge, Michel publishes Buchner drawing of "the situation" 
of severely mutilated architecture. The author claims that 
even such an accident accompanied by a wooden adaptation 
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-"did not take away anything from the beauty of the torso"! 
There were three slightly fractured arches, made of cut 
stone. Between the world wars, the bridge was renovated, 
the alignment had become flat, and it was able to transport 
people and vehicles, with a fence of iron piping. 

Tradition links Lehin bridge to the story of Haseci- 
aga Kolakovic, that we know about the construction of the 
bridge in Konjic, i.e. the leg of his horse fell through the 
wooden bridge while he was visiting his old mother in Blagaj, 
returning from Istanbul. Whilst irate, he decided to build a 
stone bridge, which, "unwillingly", still serves people. 

During the German retreat from Blagaj in 1945, in the 
nearby village of Kosor, in an unprecedented fury of defeated 
a bridge 57 meters long was blown up, it was considered the 
oldest one in our country - under whose seven arches the Buna 
was flowing wide. In the plaster of Kosor bridge, pieces of brick 
are found, and along with other signs indicate that the bridge 
was of Roman built, built to connect the banks of endless 
Roman roads ... And even today, in the clear water the pillars 
that used to carry the glorious structure can be discerned, 
whose last travellers departed to history a long time ago... 



Danijal Pasha's bridge in Buna, mined 1945. 
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Danijal Pasha bridge in Buna was the longest (101 75 
m!), the most impressive and the most imposing of all, bridge 
of whose origin we do not know enough (Roman orTurkish?) 
No one knows who Danijal Pasha was. At the widest part of 
the river, it was built on fourteen arches. Lastly, Michel says 
that these two bridges, Kosor's and Buna's, although located 
in the "neglected corner of the world", "were bridges that 
could serve as decorations that enrich even a most beautiful 
city". It was destructing and blown up in 1945! Its fragments 
plunged into a new, reinforced concrete structure over which 
one passes, but have not been remembered. 

Nowhere as in Blagaj, across such a small area, a historical 
bounty of such magnitude exists immersed in timelessness 
that could not be written down; from logs across the river 
to the stone bridges thrown into the sky, people came to 

it asking for a drink for their soul and heart. Coming and 
coming. 
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there is only one genious 
from blagaj 


A ctors of political events, much as they run the world, 
are usually forgotten, whilst those who shape the 
thought and artistic expression of their times are remembered 
and greatly admired, more or less, for centuries... 

When the Prime Minister of ex-Yugoslavia Dzemal Bijedic 
(I think it was in 1970) was crossing the famous Old Bridge in 
Mostar, with Shah Reza Pahlavi, the Shah, as he recalled, said: 
"Your excellency, in our universities, Bulbulistan of your Fewzi 
Blagajac is studied..." The Prime Minister went numb; he did 
not know who it was! Counsellors didn't let a word escape. 
In 1970, only several people knew of the first complete work 
some Bosniak wrote in Persian. Three years later, Sarajevo's 
"Svjetlost" revealed for the first time work from 1739, in 
the Bosnian language, in translation by "urgently required" 
connoisseur of forgotten knowledge - Dzemal Cehajic. 

Who was Sheikh Fewzi? From what Cehajic predecessors 
have learned and written - dr. Basagic, dr. Bajraktarevic, Handzic, 
Sabanovic and Hasandedic - it was not rather limited: for a 
miniature biographical note - as opposed to life achievement 
that sails through time like a wise oasis of human spirit! 

Born in Blagaj between 1670 and 1677. Initially studied 
in Mostar first and expanded his knowledge, and exalted at 
the Stamboul's Galata, at the Mawlawi Tekke, plunging into 
deep waters of Sufism, especially Masnavi of Jalaluddin 
Rumi. Returning to Mostar from his studies, he was appointed 
professor of Persian language in Dervish Pasha madrasah. 
At the same time, he was Sheikh of the Mavlavi Tekke, and 
within it held the Masnavi department, spreading love, 
saying, "Come, come, whoever you are, wanderer, idolater, 
worshipper of fire, come even though you have broken your 
vows a thousand times, come, and come yet again!" When 
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Mostar's scientist Imam Mustafa Ejubovic passed away 
in 1707, he wrote "Munagat Fewzi - to the Sublime God, 
may His Greatness be the greatest, to remove the plague 
and cholera" the tone of incurable laments following the 
departure of "knowledge of the world"... 

Fewzi was, undeniably, a great patriot. Although at 60 
years old, he had no doubt for an instant whether to go to the 
defense the homeland when it was, without declaration of war, 
brutally attacked by Austria in 1737. He participated in the "the 
battle of Banjaluka", returning alive but sad, leaving testimony 
in three chronograms dedicated to the aggression from which 
people, without any other help, defended themselves. 

Two years later, the last great poet of the Ottoman period, 
wrote a prose work interwoven with verses, Bulbulistan, 
comparable to the greatest classic works of Persian literature. 
"With Jamis'Beharistan and Saadi Shirazis'Gulistan, his work 
belongs to whole human civilisation," says Abbas Ariazand, 
an admirer of the old world literature. He died in 1749, but no 
one knows where he is buried. 

Fewzi's philosophical and pedagogical work fascinated 
Milivoj Malic (1897th-1935th), a polyglot from Rijeka, to 
the extant that he translated it into French and got his PhD 
degree on Fewzi's work at the Sorbonne at 1935. "Malic 
points out that Bulbulistan originated in Mostar and Blagaj 
and that all the circumstances and characteristics of the two 
cities, and all their physical, social and spiritual context and 
environment, undoubtedly influenced him when writing 
Bulbulistan, and certainly had a great impact on determining 
the genre of his work"- believes dr. N. Karahalilovic. He died 
two months later as Milivoj Mirza Abdurahman Malic, at 38. 
However, before he closed his eyes, he was able to see his 
capital work published in Paris. His funeral was in Rijeka, at 
Susak, and Zagreb Mufti Ismet ef. Muftic lead the prayer. 
Thanks to him, Bulbulistan was widely read in French - the 
language of the educated world on our continent, forty years 
before it being available in Bosnian. 
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the velagic family from 
velagicevina 

W e stopped almost at the beginning of Blagaj that 
goes down to a fishpond and the Tekke, right on 
the spot where only one short steep alley branches off to the 
right. The Velagic alley, as it has been called, from the time 
when Velagicevina was built and since the Velagic family 
have been living there. 

Horses would climb up the alley at that exact moment 
under heavy bags and harars, accompanied by bony agas 
from the Velagic home, along with servants with fezzes 
wrapped with linen, or bareheaded, or with ahmadiyyas 
clumsily folded. They came out when a girl from the bottom 
of the alley rode out in the saddle, her face covered with a 
veil. It was - Vlasta Knezovic! A movie was being filmed, one 
of the most successful, Ugursuz, based on the novel of the 
young Nedzad Ibrisimovic. 

These images of history are covered by the new calendar, 
but Velagicevina is the same, here in the same place, with 
new owners, the heirs of four from last century, depleted 
by socialism, Velagics, Ali Bey, Omer Bey, Mohammed Bey 
and Mehmet Bey, whose son Tawfiq recently passed away 
to Akhirah (Afterlife) and the people in Ali pasha's mosque 
graveyard in Sarajevo buried him. 

Velagics are, by family tradition, Bosniaks originating 
from Hungary. They were banished to Bosnia after the fall 
of the Ottoman government in the Hungarian and Austrian 
areas of Lika and Kordun in the late 17 th century. 

Velagicevina in Blagaj is made up of family houses with 
ancillary buildings, courtyards, lounges, stables, mills and a 
pier on clear bayou of the Buna full of trout. 

Family tradition does not know the precise date of 
the construction of the complex began, but according to 
the "archival records, analogy and stylistic features", it was 
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learned that the constructions in 1776 by the three Velagic 
brothers were underway. A fantastic family settlement 
consists of three separate entities separated from the rest of 
the world - by a wall and by the river. 

One housing unit consists of a house, courtyard and 
garden. In the courtyard there is a kitchen, storage room, pantry, 
stall, guestroom, fountain, gate, postern and flower garden. In 
the living quarters rooms are strung around the central hall. 
In almost each chamber ceilings and wooden furniture are 
richly decorated with carvings, built-in wall cupboards for 
books and storages for linen and bath rooms, washrooms. In 
divanhana (central room) there is a furnace of glazed tiles. The 
houses are covered with stone panels, a centuries-old facade, 
with many windows facing sun, are playful and open like 
emotion "according to the nature of the environment and the 
river Buna." Courtyards are connected with walkaways paved 
with river pebbles. No wonder that before this complex stops 
every human eye - fascinated with beauty! It is recorded that 
luxurious Velagics'home, represents "the most comprehensive 
collection of family houses with a garden, in a full range of 
residential culture manifest of Herzegovina's past." 

History and tradition remember the family as valuable 
and good-natured people. Velija Velagic is remembered by a 
foundation. Before 1634 he endowed a mill with five winches 
and mortar for rolling cloth on the river Buna. Also, Belfa - 
Kadira is remembered after doing good, the daughter of Ali- 
bey Velagic, because of the Karagozbey bridge renovation at 
her own expense in 1849. Tawfiq Velagic is also remembered. 
Our old Austrian immigrants and recent refugees are 
remembering his dutiful humanitarian work, his intellectual 
effort in the deserted western emigration and, finally, they 
know him as one of the reformers of the Bosniak national 
renaissance with people around "Bosanski pogledi," Adil 
Zulfikarpasic and academic Smail Balic. 

And last, we know: beauty is left behind only by good 
ones, those who have served others. People, whose works 
reached their visions - their longings! 
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in blagaj, gods houses 


H istory knows with certainty that the master of 
Humska land, herzog Stjepan Vukcic Kosaca was 
the most powerful and true patron to Bosnian Patarenes 
and Bosnian Church. It is also known that in 1466, next to his 
deathbed, a guest at Bosnian Church and Orthodox Church 
monk, earnestly prayed to God for his health. This historical 
scene at the end of such a famous biography testifies that 
even in pre-lslamic Hum and Bosnia lived people of different 
religious sects and the house of Kosaca did not follow the 
sinister European lesson: the faith is according to the master. 



In the fortress - Fatihs' mosque, the first in Herzegovina 
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In it Bogomilism met with Orthodoxy, Catholicism, and 
Islam. Under his thousad-year old fort, God's houses stand in 
line. 

Herzog's enthroned city of Blagaj, its outskirts and latter 
seher Blagaj through the Austro-Hungarian impoverished 
suburb full of history - archaeologically and architecturally, 
to this day demonstrates not only deep traces of the past, 
but also parallel and coexisitng permeations of spiritual 
movements of human practice and human benevolence. 



Reflects in the water 


Blagaj is not only predominantly an Islamic spiritual 
center, but a place of worship for both Eastern and Western 
churches. One medieval, allegedly, preceded, nothing less, 
but from the 12 th century. It is concluded by a panel called 
"Blagajska", with the inscription of Prince Miroslav of Hum 
which Marko Vego read and interpreted in the 50's as a text 
that could be etched over the entrance to the Church of St. 
Cosmas and Damian. It read: In the name of the Father, the 
Son and thr Holy spirit/ I, mayor Miroslav, built a church/ of 
saint Cosmas and Damian/in my country/ in time of a great 
mayor, famous Nemanja... 
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But, according to Mak Dizdar and his warning in old 
Bosnian texts, this reading of "Blagajska ploca," kept in the 
National Museum, is by no means reliable; Vega also"read"the 
text out of context - "based on the reconstruction of certain 
historical events and folk traditions" Blagaj, the political 
centre of that time, was called a city and market, rather than 
a village, as the text states. A report on the research conducte 
in 1955, says: "We found no archaeological evidences of any 
building to which the aforementioned inscription could 
belong "The Bosnian Middle Ages suffered a lot by historians, 
and continue to do so. 



Orthodox church, dedicated to Basil ofOstrog 

But anyway, in 1892 the Orthodox folks of the closest 
Blagaj surroundings, at the entrance to the ancient ci y, 
built a church with eagerness “in glory and honour... of our 
Father Metropolitan Basil of Ostrog, the Miraclewor er wi 
“contributions of Orthodox people". Dimensions are modest 
and style is assorted with eclectic characteristics ic a e 
by the spatial and temporal features. In this way it ts in in 
with Blagaj's modest houses built in the late Ottoman and in 
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the begining of Austro-Hungarian govern. The iconostasis is 
set on the eve of the consecration of the church in 1893. It 
depicted twelve saints in oil on canvas. The church also had 
15 icons from different eras ranging from the 13 th to the 19 th 
century. The most valuable are considered to be Descent in 
st. Inc., St. John the Evangelist, St. George with hagiography... 

The church of St. Basil of Ostrog perished three times 
from 1914 to 1993 as well as the Catholic one, which is another 
church in the area, built in 1908 and named "The Church of 
the Holy Trinity". Until the last war it was the centre of spiritual 
gatherings of the Blagaj parish founded in 1891, by the bishop 
of Mostar Buconjic. The bell tower was upgraded in 1933. It is 
in the same line as the Orthodox; both have the Buna running 
along their gardens. In terms of form, it is close to the neo¬ 
romantic architectural style, with a series of unusual decorative 
elements. The tower is in particular, engaging, rather "unique". 
The performance is an imaginative construction of shallow pilars 
and semi-circular windows. It ends with the complex cornice 
and crown bearng a coat of arms. In the corners there are tiny 
towers and on the angular edges - protrusions, bay windows. 



Roman Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity 
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We said that it is not spared of the anger of the god 
Mars. After the renovation, once again it is a place of gospel 
readings, prayer and deep contrition. 



Sultans'from 1519. 


In Blagaj nothing stands out - neither the Sufi Tekke 
from the edge of the Middle Ages, nor the Carska mosque 
from the 16 th century, nor a church as beautiful as a forgotten 
engraving of old European masters. 
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poetry of a brush in praise 
of the town of blagaj 

A rtistic transpositions depicting "people and places"only 
become famous in places where they may never be 
seen.The artist"discovers"to an observer, employing a network of 
symbols and metaphors, which do not have to be either abstract, 
or vague, the real drama of existence in both, living and the 
dead world. Motives are always fateful; fateful by affecting other 
people, affecting groups of people, or affecting the very essence. 
And places full of historical and spiritual significance are just like 
that.There is no man who will not immediately recognise the City 
above the well or Tekke along the Buna River in Blagaj. 

Both localities, symbols of power and spirituality, are present 
as the motives in domestic and foreign paintings. Here are just a few 
of them: the Austro-Hungarian graphic artist Max Buchner, through 
the famous Bosnian painters Meho Sefic and Juso Niksic, to the 
contemporary, the young and the youngest whose lives are tied to 
Blagaj - Ibrahim Novalic, Ada Huskovic, Muriz Sefic and Halil Salcin. 



JusufJusa Niksic: Watermills in front of the Tekke 
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Meha Sefic: Tekke Blagaj, oil 
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Ibrahim Novalic: Tekke Blagaj, acrylic 
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Ado Huskovic: Tekke Blagaj, acrylic 
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Ibrahim NovalicTekke and the water mills 


Halil Salcin: Blagaj at midday 
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Muriz Sefic: Tekke Blagaj, water-color 
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In this impressive book, Ibrahim Kajan, with his distinctive style 
introduces us to the history of Blagaj, over 2000 years long, covered in 
plentiful debris of the past. With his masterful narrative, Ibrahim tells us 
about the gentle, blessed oasis, from times immemorial, "strange" and 
"mysterious" place of folks' prayers - from Bogumils and before them the 
Roman Pagans, and older than them, Illyrian worshippers of water gods 
and protectors of human life. (p. 17) He tells us of the Herzog's enthroned 
city of Blagaj that still shows traces of not only the past, but also parallel 
and coexisitng permeation of spiritual movement of human practice and 
benevolence. Thus, the "wise oasis of the human spirit" - as Ibrahim Kajan 
poetically calls Blagaj - nothing stands out - not the Sufi Tekkefrom the 
edge of the Middle Ages, not the Carska mosque from the 16th century, 
not churches as beautiful as the forgotten engravings of old European 
masters (p. 53). All these so-called contrasts in perfect harmony reconciles 
Kajan's charming, and we can say, empirically worded narration. 

Imam Seid Smajkic 


Historical and legendary figures, legends, artifacts of architectural 
heritage, monuments, good deeds, waqfs, religious and public buildings 
of the ancient city of Blagaj in this book have a dual function for Kajan: on 
the one hand, strictly speaking, scientific and historical description 
focused on them is based on documentary sources and the most recent, 
visible to the naked eye, condition and purpose of the particular facility 
and site. On the other hand, every building, every notable historical 
figure, is an incentive for literary ascension through an interesting 
narrative and lyrical meditation. 

Prof. dr. Vedad Spahic 
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